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A new Nymphalid butterfly from Luzon of the Philippines 


TAKASHI SHIROzU and Toyourt SAIGusa 


Biological Laboratory, College of General Education, Kyushu University 


Through the courtesy of Dr. Y. Kurosawa, National Science Museum, Tokyo and Mr. S. IGA- 
RASHI, Tokyo, we had a good opportunity to study an interesting Limenitine butterfly which was 
collected at Luzon of the Philippines by Mr. HERMEL Nuypa. After careful examination, we came 
to the conclusion that it represents a distinct new species which has never been described, even as 
a subspecies of the known species. Before describing it, we express our hearty thanks to the above- 
mentioned gentlemen, 


Moduza nuydai SHIRÔZU & SAIGUSA, sp. nov. (Figs. 1, 2, 2) 


Q. A large, prominent, beautiful species easily distinguished from the allied species by its lymire- 
like marginal border of upperside, the broad white median band and the absence of a discoidal white 
spot. Wing shape similar to M. procris. 


Upperside of forewing: Ground colour dark fuscous with a slight olivaceous tinge; white median 
band very broad in cells 1 to 3, interrupted at cell 4 which has a small white spot close to middle 
of vein 5, and again somewhat dilated and perpendicular to costa in cells 6 and 7, and ending in a 
short streak at cell 10 and a minute bluish dot in cell 11; moderately narrow orange-brown subma- 
rginal band complete, running parallel to outer margin, more or less tapering towards costa, and 
expanding distally at veins; ground colour between the white band and the orange-brown band almost 
deep black ; marginal border moderately broad and black, decorated with two narrow bluish grey 
streaks, of which the outer streak is almost parallel to outer margin, the inner streak is of a zig-zag 
line, reaching to sumarginal orange-brown band at veins and almost touching to the outer streak at 
middle of cells; a moderately narrow dark orange-brown band from the middle portion of discoidal 
cell to cell 1, narrowly bordered with black on both proximal and distal margins, this band absent 
in basal portion of cell 2; basal portion of discoidal cell with a very obscure oblique brown streak 
faintly black-bordered distally ; a minute brown area at extreme base of cell 1 inconspicuously bor- 
dered with black distally ; an obscure bluish grey triangular spot at extreme base of cell 5; fringe 
white, checkered with black at tip of veins 1a to 9, black from middle of cell 5 to tip of vein 7, 


Upperside of hindwing: Ground colour as in forewing; white median band very broad, extending 
from near vein 1b to costa, with its proximal margin almost straight, distal margin somewhat un- 
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dulated ; submarginal orange-brown band broader than in forewing, paled in cell 7, paled and ex- 
panding at distal 1/3 of cell la; the white band distally bordered with a semicircular black spot in 
each cell; between these spots and the orange-brown band there are an inner narrow dark greyish 
brown stripe and an outer black spot in each cell 2 to 6; marginal border almost as in forewing, 
but its inner bluish grey streak interrupted at veins; two narrow black streaks parallel to each 
other in discoidal cell, an similar obscure streak in cells 5 and 6 close to the white band; fringe 
white, checkered at tip of veins with black, 


Underside of forewing: Ground colour pale greenish white, but almost fuscous in cell 4 except its 
posterior margin, brown in cells 5 to 8, bluish grey in cell 1, orange-brown and suffused with bluish 
basally in cell 2 proximad of white band; white median band almost as on upperside, with a slight 
bluish tinge distally, especially in cells 4 to6; marginal border proximad of the bluish white zig-zag 
streak almost replaced by bluish grey, and black area reduced to a rounded spot in each cell 1 to 8, 
the spot in cell 1 doubled; distal black border of the white band more reduced than on upperside: 
orange-brown band of discoidal cell and cell 1 suffused with bluish scales, more distinctly black- 
bordered: discocellular vein bluish white, narrowly black-bordered proximally; an obscure oblique 
blackish bar at subbasal portion of discoidal cell; a small black spot at base of cell 1; fringe almost 
as on upperside, 


Underside of hindwing: Ground colour pale greenish white; white median band almost as on up- 
perside; orange-brown submarginal band narrower ; marginal border almost as that of underside of 
forewing: moderately narrow bluish white area between white band and the orange-brown band, and 
including a semicircular black spot in each cell 2to 6 and a black bar in cell 7; white median band 
proximally black-bordered in cells 6 and 7, indistinctly so in cells 1c, 2 and 4; two balck streaks 
each in basal portion of cell 7 and discoidal cell, these streaks parallel to proximal margin of the 
white band; a minute subbasal black spot each in cell 5 and 6; fringe almost as on upperside, 


Antenna black, but brownish at ventral surface of apical portion; palpus white, with its dorsal 
surface, lateroventral ridges black; body blackish brown above, whitish beneath ; legs white-scaled, 


Length: Forewing 41mm; wing-expance 69 mm. 


Holotype 2, Bagio, Luzon, the Philippines, 6. April 1957, HERMEL NuyDa leg. (the type-specimen 
is preserved in the collection of Kyushu University), 


Remarks: The Oriental genus Moduza belonging to the subfamily Limenitinae contains more than 
10 species, of which the most widely spread procris CRAMER is known from India to the Sunda Islands, 
Borneo and possibly in Mindanao (thespias SEMPER), aemonia WEYM. from Nias and its neighbouring 
small islands, and callidasa Moore from Ceylon, But this genus is much diversified in the region 
from the Phillippines to Celebes and Ceram, and especially in Celebes at least five endemic species 
are known, The present new species is quite distinct from all the known species except for lymire 
HeEwitTson by the peculiar shape of the pale inner streak in the marginal black border of the up- 
perside, and judging from this character and other wing-markings we consider that the new species 
is most closely related to lymire from Celebes or even is a sister species of /ymire in the Philippines, 
Notwithstanding the above-mentioned similarity between the two species, they seems not to be con- 
specific, In the new species, the white median band is very strongly developed, while the white 
discoidal cell spot of lymire is absent, the marginal black border is narrower, and a bluish spot is 
present at the extreme base of forewing cell 5 on upperside. We do not regard these differences as 
the subspecific ones within the species /ymire, and describe nuydai as a distinct species, 


The specific name is dedicated to Mr. HERMEL NUYDA, the collector of this rare butterfly. 
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